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09.6.0 Downtown Streetscape Visioning | December 3, 2009

Executive Summary & Overview
Introduction

The upcoming 450th Commemoration will give the City a prime opportunity to redefine the 
visitor’s “first impression” and to improve the beauty and understanding of the Nation’s Oldest City.

For over a decade, there has been a substantial effort in the City of St. Augustine to improve the 
streets in downtown.  These design efforts have focused on efficient traffic movement, on-street 
parking, separating sightseeing vehicles (i.e. trams and carriages) to a designated lane, improving 
walkability, and improving aesthetics.

Concept Overviews

The enclosed concepts are designed to build upon the previous work completed in the St. 
Augustine Entrance Corridor Guidelines (HHI, 2000), the Circulation and Transit Plan (RS&H, 2000), 
and the St. Augustine Historic District Strategic Plan (UF and RS&H, 2009).

Many of these focus on Avenida Menendez and the bayfront, but the following design work 
instead focuses on the visitor’s “first impressions” of St. Augustine, namely King Street (around 
US-1 to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue), San Marco Avenue (at the intersections with US-1 and 
West Castillo Drive) and St. George Street (from Orange Street to Cathedral Place).  The work also 
focuses on the “forgotten” streets of downtown, namely Spanish Street and Charlotte Street. 
Lastly, Hypolita Street is also considered as it is a connector between these two streets, St. 
George Street, and the bayfront.

Where appropriate, historic precedents are used to inform and inspire the design.

CONTINUED on the next page.
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ABOVE  Map of downtown St. Augustine, Florida.  The streets highlighted in red are included in these conceptual visions.

Project Map

ABOVE San Marco Avenue entrance.
RIGHT  King Street entrance.
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Some of these items are discussed in further detail below.

Focus: Pavement & Hardscape

There is an enormous impact that new paving can have 
on a streetscape. Not only does pavement and hardscape 
take up the largest percentage of area, it has visual, textural, 
and even auditory impacts on visitors and residents.  For 
instance, new asphalt that is proposed on King Street with 
new, bright striping will look and sound better and will 
convey the care and stewardship that the City shows to its 
history and infrastructure.

On St. George Street, two different paving 
patterns are utilized to compliment the adjacent 
architecture and the eras of the City they 
represent.  From Orange Street to Hypolita 
Street, the buildings were largely built (or 
interpret) from the First Spanish Period through 
the British Period and back into the Second 
Spanish Period.  A simple rectangular coquina 
concrete pattern is chosen for this section to 
add color and visual interest to the existing plain 
coquina concrete expanse.  From Hypolita Street 
south to Cathedral Place, a hexagonal paver 
is used that is reminiscent of a historic paving 
pattern once used on St. George Street at the 
turn of the century.  This compliments the more 
recent commercial buildings along this section.

On Spanish and Charlotte Streets, the existing asphalt creates a major disconnect for the visitor 
from the history and charm of downtown.  In keeping with recent precedent, these concepts 
propose returning North-South oriented streets, including Spanish and Charlotte, to brick.  This 

Program Elements

The program elements for this project range from new asphalt and bricks to new trees and site 
furniture.  The matrix below gives an overview of the improvements, which are detailed on the 
following pages:
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TOP  King Street improvements.
BOTTOM  Spanish Street as a brick street.

corresponds with recent improvements on Charlotte Street behind the Hilton hotel.  East-West 
corridors are proposed as coquina concrete, extending Hypolita Street’s recent improvement.  
Making these streets brick can reintegrate them and will help to extend the visitor experience 
from St. George Street.

Focus: Underground Infrastructure

Another important infrastructure improvement includes undergrounding of power lines and 
the updating of stormwater systems (such as the improvements under design for Treasury and 
Cordova Streets).  Traffic signals and signage should also be updated.   These infrastructure 
improvements will result in lasting benefits long after the 450th Commemoration is complete, but 
the visual clutter and poor infrastructure that these improvements can remedy will be a benefit to 
creating the best visitor experience.

Focus: Lighting

One of the other major improvements considered is lighting.  Modern street lighting along King 
Street does not communicate the history and rich culture of downtown St. Augustine, and these 
can be changed to historically appropriate fixtures.  Rather than using the standard Victorian 
fixture that holds little historic precedent in the photos of St. Augustine, a four-sided, colonial style 
fixture is proposed that is similar to the fixtures on St. George Street and the Visitor Information 
Center (VIC).

Where Victorian fixtures are already heavily used (i.e. Spanish and Charlotte Streets), these 
concepts extend the use.  The main objective in both scenarios is to improve lighting for 
nighttime safety and appearances in addition to replacing the modern cobra head lights that can 
be found in any town in the United States.

Focus: 450th Anniversary

A colorful and visually-based method to extend the experience of the 450th 
Commemoration to side streets and the King Street / San Marco entrances 
is through a concerted branding effort.  The entrance sign on King Street is 
based on the City Gates that grace St. George Street and the northern US-1 
entrance to the City.  The City Seal, “St. Augustine,” and “First 
America” are displayed to immediately introduce visitors to 
the history.  An informational panel displays cultural events 
to improve communication with visitors of the many sites to 
visit in downtown.  At the intersection of San Marco and US-
1, a similar entrance is proposed.

A series of colorful banners are proposed to add a festive 
atmosphere to downtown.  These banners can be attached 
to lighting or palm trees and have a gold band at the top 
and bottom, displaying the City Seal and “First America”.  The 
banners then display the many flags that have flown over 
St. Augustine, from the Seminole to American flags.  These 
should be considered along St. George, Spanish, Charlotte, 
and Hypolita Streets.

TOP  Examples of 450th Banners.
BOTTOM  450th Gateway on King Street.
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List of Illustrations

Downtown District

 King Street
 Entrance to Downtown (from US-1 to Malaga)   5
 At Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Avenue     6

 St. George Street
 Northern Entrance at City Gates     7
 Cathedral Place to Hypolita Street     8

 Hypolita Street
 Entrance at Bayfront       9

 Spanish Street
 Orange Street Entrance (VIC)      10
 At Hypolita Street       11

 Charlotte Street
 Entrance from Bayfront      12
 At Anderson Circle       13

San Marco District

 San Marco Avenue
 Entrance from US-1       14
 North of West Castillo Drive      15

West Augustine District

 King Street
 West Augustine Entrance (from US-1 to Davis)   16

Produced By
Halback Design Group, Inc.

287 St. George Street
St. Augustine, Florida 32084

www.halback.com
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